Two-page Summary

1. Czech Republic

Summary of Results


In 2008 the total of 918 samples was taken. The major part comprised of samples of fresh fruits and vegetables (691 samples), cereals (98 samples) and baby food (59 samples). From the total amount of taken samples according to the country of origin samples from the Czech Republic represented 23,8%, samples originating in the EU countries represented 52,6% and samples from the third countries represented 17,3%.
MRL (national or harmonised) was exceeded in 25 samples (2,7%). In 23 cases samples of fresh fruits and vegetables were concerned, in one case baby food and rice. The biggest number of unsatisfactory samples originated in the countries of the EU (15 samples), 6 samples in third countries and 2 samples in the Czech Republic.
Altogether 254 samples were taken in the framework of coordinated monitoring which in 2008 included beans (with pods), carrots, cucumbers, oranges, mandarins, pears, potatoes, rice and spinach.

In total 249 various active substances were monitored in samples of fruits and vegetables in the framework of national and coordinated monitoring of pesticide residues. A positive finding was revealed with 111 various active substances. The most frequently found pesticide residues, in decreasing order of frequency (found/sought) are: dithiocarbamates, imazalil, propamocarb, boscalid, orthophenylphenol, chlorpyrifos.
A positive finding was revealed with 9 various active substances from the total number of 250 monitored pesticides in cereals. They included biphenyl, bitertanol, bromide ion, chlormequat, chlorpyrifos-methyl, piperonyl butoxide, pririmiphos-methyl, propamocarb, propiconazole.
Organisation of monitoring programmes and Sampling


Responsibilities 
Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority (CAFIA) is the competent authority for controls of pesticide residues in foodstuffs and provides the national and EU co-ordinated monitoring programmes in co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Design of Programmes (priorities, targeting, criteria for the percentage of samples to be taken from the organic sector)

The sampling plan for pesticide residues monitoring is always drawn up for one calendar year. The plan is elaborated by the Headquarters of CAFIA as internal provision and it is distributed to the CAFIA regional inspectorates which are responsible for its implementation. The plan is based on Commission Recommendation concerning a coordinated Community monitoring program which sets the minimum number of samples for the Czech Republic. 
The commodities sampled in the framework of national monitoring program are not included into the coordinated program of monitoring in the year concerned. When choosing commodities and their proportional representation, the data about consumption of foodstuffs in the Czech Republic elaborated by the National Institute of Public Health are taken into consideration. Similarly further information, as for example findings revealed in previous years (in the Czech Republic and other Member States) or RASFF reports.
The number of products sampled from inland and abroad is commensurate to their proportional representation on the market. Commodities coming from third countries, inland and other EU Member States are prioritized when sampling.
Sampling: personnel, procedures, sampling points

Sampling is performed in accordance with sampling procedures referred to in Commission Directive No. 2002/63/EC that has been incorporated into the national regulation for sampling for determination of pesticides in and on fruit and vegetables.
Samples are taken by authorized and for this purpose trained employees of the CAFIA, i.e. inspectors of the CAFIA regional inspectorates. The main sampling points are importers, whosalers and retail shops for domestic and non-domestic products.

Enforcement action

In case of whichever overrun of maximal residual limit a legal step follows from the side of the controlling body. The controlled person is imposed the measure to insure the withdrawal of the unsatisfactory batch from the market and announce further steps that were taken with the unsatisfactory batch, e. g. liquidation or adaptation. In the framework of administrative procedure a fine is imposed to the controlled person.
Quality assurance


Status of accreditation of laboratories, number of laboratories
Most of analyses (98%) were carried out in the laboratory of Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority (CAFIA) in Prague, only 14 samples were analysed in the laboratory of Institute of Chemical Technology (ICT) in Prague. Both laboratories are accredited by Czech Accreditation Institute (CAI) according to the ISO/IEC 17025 standard for all methods used for monitoring and/or enforcement analysis.

Analytical methods used
During the year 2008 new multiresidual method based on QUECHERS with GC-TOF/MS and LC-MS/MS detection was implemented in CAFIA laboratory. This method replaced previous GC and LC multiresidual methods and have increased efficiency of the residue analysis and allowed extension of scope of analysis. The current scope of analysis has been extended to 304 analytes (incl. metabolites) and covers 240 pesticides. Beside the QUECHERS method 4 single-methods were carried out in the 2008 (GC-MSD for dithiocarbamates, GC-ECD for inorganic bromine, LC-MS/MS for chlormequate and mepiquate and LC-MS/MS for glyphosate).

Participation in proficiency tests
In the year 2008 both laboratories took part in 3 EU proficiency tests focused on pesticide residues (EUPT FV 10, EUPT C2 and EUPT SRM 3) with satisfactory results and in addition ICT laboratory took part in FAPAS scheme.

Implementation of EU quality control procedures
Most of requirements from the EU quality control guidelines (Document N° SANCO/2007/3131) have been fully implemented in the CAFIA laboratory, only chapter 3 (Pesticide standards, calibration, solutions, etc.) has been implemented only partly. Substantial improvement of QC procedures has been achieved since the year 2007 and the process will continue also in the future. ICT laboratory has already implemented all parts of the guidelines.

Analytical uncertainty 
Since the end of the year 2007 the harmonised “50% uncertainty” approach recommended in the SANCO guidelines has been applied to all results. 
 
Other information

Health risk assessment is in the Czech Republic performed by the Ministry of Health. Non-complying samples are ceded to the MH and if they are relevant for transmission via RASFF (Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed), they are notified. 
In 2008 we notified 5 findings of pesticide residues in fruit and vegetables, all of which were classified as Information notifications.

2008.0900 - DIMETHOATE IN FRESH RADISH FROM GERMANY
2008.0950 - CARBARYL IN LITCHI FROM THAILAND, VIA THE NETHERLANDS

2008.0953 - DIMETHOATE IN RADISH FROM POLAND

2008.0968 - DIMETHOATE IN CUCUMBER FROM ROMANIA

2008.1548 - FENHEXAMID IN TOMATOES FROM THE NETHERLANDS


